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President’s Newsletter: 
 
 It would seem that there is a perceptible drop-off in boat traffic on the lake the 
instant Labor Day weekend is over.  As we look out over the lake at night, we will 
begin to see fewer and fewer camp lights on the other side, and I’m sure the same 
is true for our side as well.  We “die hards” who are here beyond Columbus Day in 
early October, however, can now begin to appreciate the autumn beauty that 
bursts forth in vivid color all around us, first on the trees and simultaneously in the 
reflection on the lake.  Then too, we can enjoy the succulent taste of the last 
heirloom tomatoes, beans, corn and summer squash that have been oh-so-good 
this summer. 
 Typically, we will have days of rain here and there in September that will fill the 
brooks and streams with rushing water draining off the mountains into the lake.  I 
love to watch the water splash over the rocks encountered on the trip down the 
brooks to the lake.  Often water gushes so fast as to create bubbles in the brooks 
that look like soapsuds.  The effect is actually caused by the decomposition of 
plants and animals in the water and thankfully has nothing to do with how many 
loads of wash someone nearby has been doing!  Making the phenomenon even 
more interesting is that as you peer over the bridge, for example, at East Brook 
you can almost envision a pattern in the bubbles.  A neighbor of ours has told me 
that in the “olden days”, those patterns were used to sew lace designs for doilies 
seen under candle holders, on end tables and on the back of sofa cushions.  
Nature is always gifting us new presents in; on and around the lake should we 
take the time to notice! 
 
Enjoy your holidays as we head into 2013!!! 
 

Tricia Keene 
President, Webb Lake Association 



Beautiful Weather + Grilled Burgers and Dogs + Pontoon Boat Rides + Float 
Plane Rides =  

 
One Fantastic Lake Day! 

On July 21, 2012 many WLA members gathered at the head 
of the lake for a day of, fun in the sun, catching up with friends 
new and old. As I worked as cashier I saw a steady stream of 
happy faces. The entertainment was great, the food was 
yummy and the kids’ games were inventive. Action at the 
volleyball net was limited; we will try to build up the volleyball 
tournament to it’s hey days of a few years ago. If there is 
anyone who would like to help get volleyball moving again, 
please get in touch with me. Many thanks to all, from the folks 
who helped set up on Friday, to the workers during the event 
to the cleanup crew.  

 
 

2012 LOON COUNT 
 On July 21, our annual Loon Count was conducted on Webb Lake from 7am to 7:30am. Twenty-
one (21) adult loons were observed. No nesting activity was seen. The number observed was the 
most we have had in recorded history (since 1983). That speaks well for the health of the lake, as 
well as the fishing in the area. 
 It was a beautiful sunlit morning with lifting fog on the West side of the lake. The lake was divided 
into 5 boat areas. The 35 participants assembled at the Stanly cottage at 6am here coffee and 
pastries were served, a history of counting results were provided, rules governing the loon Count 
were discussed, and routes for the five boats were assigned. All boats with counters were on 
station at 7am and returned to the Stanley cottage at 7:30am where results were analyzed and 
tabulated. 
 Our five boats were captained 
by Don Paiton, Jim Stewart, 
Dick Hall, Nancy Innes and Don 
Smart. Visitors, campers and 
boys from Camp Kawanhee 
came from Spain, Puerto Rico, 
Trinidad, and Mexico, as well 
as many states within in US. 

If you are in the Webb Lake 
area July 20, 2013, join us 

 
Participants’ of the Loon Count. Photo by Pam Albertsen. 



 for a fun morning of loon counting, followed by Lake Day festivities at the head of the lake. 
                             

Tricia Keene 
 
 

2012 FISHING DERBY 
 The 2012 Webb Lake Association fishing contest was held on July 22 at Dummer’s beach. 
34 People were registered to fish, mostly children. Children’s Division – Children up to 15 
years of age: 
 1st. Sawyer Murphy 17 ¼ inch - 1 ¾ lb. Pickerel 
 2nd. Tanner Wheeler 16 inch - 2 lb. Bass 
 3rd. Ian Ford 15 inch - 1 ¾ lb. Bass 
 
Adults 16 years and older: 
 1st. Todd Wheeler – 19 7/8 inch 2 ¾ lb. Bass 
 
 We had a beautiful day on the lake with the most fish brought in for many years. Thanks to 
all that helped including Bill Jackson and Malcolm Grant. We would also like to thanks 
Elizabeth Shrives for our use of Dummer’s Beach for this contest. 
 

Paula P. Smith 
 
 

WHAT THE WATER QUALITY TEST MEASURE FOR LAKE QUALITY 
TOTAL PHOPHORUS: Phosphorus is a major nutrient that plants require for growth. If the levels 

are too low, the lake water becomes unproductive – no growth of plants and lack of marine life. If 
the level becomes too high, the lake becomes prone to algae blooms. Most of the results were 
satisfactory. The feeder (brooks) streams are major source of phosphorus. Sampling after 
significant rainfall indicates that when the high water washes the banks and creates a surge of 
phosphorus into the lake. During normal brook flows the phosphorus levels are satisfactory. The 
testing of the samples need to be delivered to the Augusta lab for testing. 

CHLOROPHYLL A: Chlorophyll a analyses are used to estimate the abundance of algae in the 
lake. The results are normally within satisfactory ranges. Like total phosphorus samples, 
chlorophyll a samples are delivered to the Augusta lab for testing. 

SECCHI DISH: The clarity of the lake is measured by the Secchi Dish reading. The Secchi Dish is 
lowered into the water and viewed through a scope until it disappears from view. 

DISSOLVED OXYGEN AND TEMPERATURE PROFILES: The measurements for dissolved 
oxygen and temperature are made at 1.0 meter intervals from the surface to the lake bottom at 
the deepest point in the lake using an YSI meter. Temperature profiles are analyzed to determine  



how quickly thermal stratification develops as summer progresses; to identify the occurrence, 
depth and strength of the thermocline (zone of most rapid change in temperature); and to 
interpret the timing of the breakdown of thermal stratification (fall turnover). (The zone where the 
temperature changes by at least one degree centigrade in one meter starting from the surface is 
where we sample the “core”.)  Thermal stratification is significant since the colder denser water 
sinks to the bottom and creates a denser gradient that prevents the mixing of the warm surface 
water with the deep cold water. The density contrasts impacts the water quality in those lakes 
where only the surface water is able to receive oxygen through exposure to air and from 
photosynthesizing plants.  The deeper water becomes oxygen-depleted due to the decay of 
organic matter. 

Oxygen concentration is very important to lake quality. Oxygen depletion affects the cold water fish 
population (trout and salmon species) when oxygen declines below 5 ppm. Fish cannot survive 
when the concentration drops below 1.0 ppm.  
CERTIFICATION: For the testing results to be valid; testers need to be certified. The Department 

of Environmental Protection certifies each for the following procedures: Grab device for taking 
grab sample; core sampling; dissolved oxygen and temperature; Phosphorus; Chlorophyll a; and 
Secchi Dish. 

The following are currently certified for lake testing; Lise Bofinger-Conant, Gert Downs, Barbara 
Paiton, Bruce Purdy, Judy Purdy, Don Smart, Jim Stewart, Ozzie Swett. 
 

Jim Stewart, 
Chairman Environmental Committee 

 
 

INVASIVE PLANT PATROL (IPP) A SUCCESS 
 On July 25, 2011 the Webb Lake Association hosted an Invasive Plant Patrol Workshop for new 
volunteers. The workshop was presented by VLMP’s Roberta Hill, Program Director for the Center 
for Invasive Aquatic Plants, and assisted by Christine Guerette (Program Assistant) and Charlotte 
Oswald (Summer Intern). There were over 30 participants. There was representation from Roxbury 
Pond, Wilson Lake, Worthley Pond, Rangeley Lake region, Hills Pond, Flying Pond, and WEBB 
LAKE. We had 18 participants from Webb Lake. A picture was taken of the Webb Lake participants 
that also include Dr. Buckley and his two people and Roberta Hill and her two people. Dr. Buckley 
was going to start his survey of aquatic plants in Webb Lake and dropped in on Roberta’s 
presentation. 
 The presentation covered the 
“eleven most unwanted” 
invasive plants on Maine’s list, 
as well as, the native look-
alikes. Roberta showed us how 
to use the keys in the books 
she gave us that would help 



identify invasives as well as the native look-alikes. There was a hands-on exercise where samples 
of invasive plants and native plants were displayed and we tried to identify the plants. By all 
accounts the workshop was an overwhelming success. 
 The good news is we will be repeating this workshop next July. We will have more information in 
the next newsletter. 
 

Jim Stewart,  
Chairman Environmental Committee 

 
 

WHAT DOES THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE DO? 
 Webb Lake has a long history of people who have been concerned about water quality of the Lake. 
Water quality data has been collected since 1941. The historical data consist of dissolved oxygen profiles 
taken intermittently since 1941; chlorophyll a analyses and clarity (Secchi Dish) measurements taken 
continuously since 1974; and temperature, total phosphorus, color, pH and conductivity, which have been 
monitored discontinuously since 1974. That’s our history! 
 Today the Environmental Committee has refined its testing based on recommendations of our 
consultant, and current concerns about the lake quality. We do Lake testing – dissolved oxygen and 
temperature profiles, clarity as measured by Secchi Dish readings; pH, chlorophyll a, and total phosphorus 
analyses. In addition data is collected on rainfall, relative Lake level, and weather data –maximum and 
minimum daily temperature. 
 In addition we have a cooperative program with Dr. Buckley of the University of Maine in Farmington 
where we have instrumentation in the lake to monitor temperature continuously with a reading taken every 
15 minutes for every meter starting at the surface and a depth of 12 meters. 
 We also measure ecoli and pH in seven of the major brooks and total phosphorus in the major brooks. 
We are one of the few groups that measure the quality of the brooks feeding the lake. 
 Of recent concerned in all Maine lakes and our lake is Invasive Plant. Most people identify invasive 
plants as milfoil. There are a total of eleven invasive plants on the watch list for the State. The 
Environmental Committee and the Lake association have been proactive in our reaction to protecting our 
lake from invasive plants. Dr. Buckley has completed two surveys of the entire lake for invasive plants and 
identified all native plants discovered. Our committee has also been doing inspections of the Lake. We are 
attempting to engage more of our members in looking for invasive plants. We have a large lake and it is a 
large task for a few individuals to survey the entire lake. The ideal position is to have everyone look in 
front of their area two or three times a year to identify all the natives and look for invasive plants. By 
identifying and knowing the native plants in their area, it will be helping in identifying suspicious plants that 
may be invasive. 
 The Webb Lake Association has hosting two training workshops for Invasive Plants. We are planning 
another one in July 2013. The workshops have been well attended and well received. We are developing 
a core of people that will help survey the lake for invasive plants and identify native plants. 
 The Mt. Blue State Park inspects all boats before they are launched into our lake. It is another line of 
defense for our lake. We do not have inspections at the other boat launch in the lake. We need volunteers 
to inspect boats launched at Dummer’s Beach. 



 The above is what the Environmental Committee does and some of our concerns. We will have 
additional articles going in more detail of some of the testing we do and what it means. 
 

Jim Stewart 
Environmental Chairman 

 
 

 
LAYERING AND TURN OVER IN WEBB LAKE 

I want you all to take a little trip with me. Close your eyes, picture yourself floating out in the 
middle of Webb Lake on a beautiful day in July. The water is nice and warm (can you feel 
it?); now let your toes tangle down a little deeper, I bet your toes are a little chillier. So what 
is the point of my request?  I want to tell you about layering and over turn in our favorite lake. 
In July the lake is stratified into layers as shown in the diagram. In the summer, Webb Lake 
remains stratified, with the epiliminon containing warmer less dense water, the thermocline is 
a zone of changing temperature and the hypoliminon contains the densest cooler water. In 
the fall, the sun gets lower in the sky, the leaves turn wonderful colors and the temperature 
drops. The dropping tempertures cause the surface waters 
to cool, as they cool they become more dense and sink, 
this process continues into the fall until the entire lake 
becomes the same temperature. Once the lake is all the 
same temperature, it is also the same density; then when 
the wind blows, the whole lake mixes. This process bring 
oxygen rich waters from the surface down to the lower 
reaches of the lake and brings nutrient rich water from the 
bottom up to the surface 
waters. Stay tuned for the 
next installment of the yearly 
life of our favorite lake. Winter 
and spring information coming 
in the next newsletter. 
 
            Lise Bofinger 
 

 

 

 

 

Photo credit: http://www.islandnet.com/~see/weather/elements/turnlakes.htm 



Friends of Webb Lake: 
 
 The Webb Lake Association is sponsoring its annual ICE OUT CONTEST.  Entries must be 
received by March 1, 2013 and MUST include the entry fee of $1.00 to be considered.  If you 
would like to participate in the ICE OUT CONTEST, please fill out the form below and return it with 
your one dollar entrance fee to: Webb Lake Association, P.O. Box 36, Weld, Maine 04285. 
 Hint: In years past the ICE OUT has been between April 15th and May 10th.  These dates are 
only guidelines.  Thank you for your support and good luck! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Webb Lake Association 2013 Ice Out Contest 
$50.00 Prize 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________________________________  

(Please include City, State and Zip code) 
 

Telephone ___________________________________________________________________ 
Please include both home and work numbers. 

 
Month ______________       Day _______       Time _____/ _____/ _____/ A.M. or P.M. 
 Hour   Min. Sec.       Circle one 
 
E-mail Address _______________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 
                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WLA Website 
 

Please take some time and check out our new 
website at:  webblakeassociation.org/ 

 
Feel free to share items of interest with our 

webmaster Carla Gauthier at: 
Carlagauthier1@aol.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
 
 
 
 
           

                                                                                                               
 
 
 
   
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS   OFFICERS 
Jim Stewart, Environmental             Camp  585-2388 Patricia Keene, President        585-2148 
  E-Mail: jimestewart@tds.net       Home  941-697-7333                              Home 864-836-3377 
Lise Bofinger-Conant, Chair Lake Day Camp 585-2441 Paula Smith, Vice President   585-2393 
 E-Mail: lisebofinger@gmail.com Home 603-224-9971  Home 392-1921 
Judy Lofstrom, Chair Membership Camp 585-2713 Nancy Innes, Secretary         585-2830 
 E-mail: lofstrom2807@comcast.net Home 630-778-8012  Home 854-8727 
Paula Smith, Ways & Means, Nominating & Protection Camp 585-2393 Michael Scott, Treasurer 585-2728 
 E-Mail: Paulapps@oxfordnetworks.net Home 392-1921   Home 645-2621 
Chris Cochran Editor 585-2306        
 E-Mail: ccochran@tds.net                      
 

DIRECTORS 
 Lise Bofinger-Conant Jon Holmes  Patricia Keene Paula Smith  
 Carol Cochran Nancy Innes     Judy Lofstrom Jim Stewart 
 Mary DeCristofaro Bill Jackson                         Mary Olson Ozzie Swett 
 Carla Gauthier Lonny Jones  Michael Scott       
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