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President’s Winter 2012 letter 
 
 It is nearly February and yet my husband and others who enjoy snowmobiling 
across Webb Lake, along the trails and up into our glorious mountains, are probably 
not going to call the winter of 2011-2012 “one of the best snow seasons”.  People in 
town say that the lake is “iffy” with thin ice in places.  The lack of snow, bitter cold 
and strong winds paint a picture of winter indoors by the fireplace with a hot 
cider… or something stronger! 
 Still, life outside the home abounds with lots of moose prints reported in the area.  
Moose can grow to seven feet at the shoulder and weigh 1300 pounds, which 
explains why they spend most of their waking hours eating.  In the summer, moose 
are often seen on the lake’s shore feeding on water plants. In winter they will eat 
bark, branches and even the needle-like leaves of a balsam fir.   
 Moose antlers, weighing up to 90 pounds and prized by those who find them, are 
shed by bull moose in the late fall or early winter.  Amazing to me is that the rate of 
bone formation in the antlers is one inch per day, the fastest known according to the 
experts.  
 If you’re in the lake area this winter, you might want to spend some time looking 
for antlers in the areas where there have been moose sightings in the past.  You 
might just be the next lucky owner of authentic moose antlers.  
 Enjoy your winter and early spring. We’ll all soon be back at the lake for some 
summer fun!! 

Tricia Keene 
President, Webb Lake Association 

 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 Soon many of us who come from near and far will be thinking Weld and Webb Lake once 
again and all the summer and winter fun it provides. We also need to keep in mind it is our 
goal to keep our beautiful lake healthy for all to enjoy now and in the future. 



 Our main concern focuses on keeping the lake clean and free from dangerous invasive 
water plants, such as milfoil. Many Maine Lakes already have dangerous "confirmed 
infestations". Our goal is to prevent invasions through our monitoring activities and on-going 
education programs. 
 Many volunteers help with this program and more are always welcome. Of course to 
continue with our educational as well as fun projects like "Lake Day" we need your help and 
time. Membership envelopes have been sent out and I am hoping all of you have responded 
and renewed your membership for this 2012 year. If not please considering sending your 
envelope along as soon as you can. Any donation is welcome as we all look forward to 
another summer in beautiful Weld. 
 

Judy Lofstrom 
Membership chairperson 

 
 

Lake Day 2012     July 21, 2012 
It is time to start thinking about Lake Day 2012. 

We had a good year last year and I would like to 
make this year’s celebration bigger and better.  
One of the things on my list is to make sure we 
have some more contestants for our annual 
volleyball game, so find a few friends and put a 
team together. In the past few years we have had a 
few consistent vendors; it would be nice to add a 
few new faces. If you know of any vendors you 
would like to have invited please let me know. 
Please think about our past Lake Days and let me 
know if you can think of any additional activities you 
would like to see included.  

Lise Bofinger (Conant)    
lise.bofinger@gmail.com 

   
                                   THE 2012 WLA FISHING CONTEST 
 This year the WLA fishing  contest  will be held Sunday, July 22  from 7:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
Registration is on  Lake  Day July 21 at Stowell's field at  the head end of  the lake or  
Sunday July 22, the morning of the contest at Dummer's Beach  from 7:00 A.M. but before 
9:00 A.M. A $1 registration fee for kids 15 and under, $2 for adults 16 and over. Weigh in for 
the contest is at Dummer's Beach before 5:00 P.M. on Sunday July 22.  Remember all fish 
brought in must be caught that day, in Webb Lake, and not be alive when brought in for 
weighing. We encourage all local and summer folks to participate this year.  



 We hold this contest each year is to encourage children to enjoy the sport of fishing and to 
spend time spent with their parents, grandparents, or friends. 
  The Webb Lake Association pays a fee of $27.00 to the State of Maine to have this 
contest. WLA awards $25, $15, and $10 cash prizes to children and $25 to one adult for the 
biggest fish caught that day in Webb Lake. 
 See you all this summer at the lake.   
 

Paula P. Smith 
 

WANTED: INFORMATION ON GLEOTRICHIA 
 Gleotrichia echinulata, a blue green algae, is present in a number of Maine lakes. In 2002, 2003, and 
2004 gleotrichia blooms in some of these lakes have been of longer duration and higher concentrations 
than previously observed, becoming in some instances the predominant algal form observed in the 
waterbody. In an effort to broaden understanding of this phenomenon and aid future research planning, 
this article seeks observations on Gleotrichia echinulata from our readers. 
 Background: Gleotrichia over-winters in lakes as spores which are attached to the sediments. The 
spores germinate in springtime, forming colonies which grow steadily in size. Its name derives from Greek 
for “gelatinous hair” (See title picture). Many of these “hairs”, or trichomes, radiate from a central point. 
Encased in a gelatinous substance, they form a whitish sphere-like structure. When mature, these 
colonies (then about pin head size) detach from the sediment and float to the upper layers of the water. 
Visible then to the naked eye, the colonies look like many tapioca grains dispersed throughout the topmost 
part of the epilimnion. Slight to moderate blooms are noticeable for a short period of time mid-summer in 
waters of sufficient depth to obscure the lake bottom. 
 If blooms are robust and extend over time, Gleotrichia echinulata may be concentrated by wind and 
water currents on downwind shores -- only to be dispersed again when the wind shifts. An extensive 
bloom, when stacked-up on downwind shores, clouds the water, limiting visibility (See photos). Gleotrichia 
can become toxic, causing a skin irritation similar to swimmers’ itch and/or a gastro-intestinal upset in 
swimmers who ingest a quantity of water. As with any algal bloom, it is not recommended that humans or 
animals drink water dominated by Gleotrichia. 

Generally, Gleotrichia in lakes is not an indicator of bad water quality, most often appearing in lakes of 
good clarity. It is important to note that this algae draws all needed nutrients from the sediments, not the 
water column. Some biologists theorize that Gleotrichia 
blooms could become a vehicle for the transfer of phosphorus 
from bottom sediments into the water column, but there is 
insufficient data to draw this conclusion at present. 
 Do you recognize this algae? Does it occur in a lake with 
which you are familiar? If so, has the incidence or duration of 
its bloom changed in recent years? If you have any relevant 
information to add, please e-mail Maine COLA  
Thank you, 
Maggie Shannon, Executive Director, Maine COLA  
Copyright Maine Cola 2010 

Gleotrichia echinulata colony. 
Photo courtesy of Ralph Pope, 

Belgrade, ME 
 



What’s happening under the Snow? 
If you are a furry little mammal do you want a nice blanket of white or would it be better to scamper 

around in the leaf litter where food is easier 
to find? The answer is, if it is winter, a nice 
layer of fluffy snow is just what you are 
looking for. There is a good reason to call 
the snow a “blanket”; it provides an 
excellent insulator for many forest 
inhabitants.   Even in this year of little snow 
there are animals really hoping for more 
snow. The official name for this space 
under the snow is the subnivean zone, 
literally “under snow”.  Animals such as 
mice, moles and voles are likely having a 
difficult winter this year due to the reduced  
snow pack. Fox, owls and hawks have likely 
benefited from this reduced snow load, 
while the weasels who are capable of 
hunting in the tunnels will have found 
reduced hunting success.   

 Just like those metamorphosed rocks you 
learned about in grade school, the snow once it falls, changes. The best snow for our furry friends is un-
metamorphosed or newly fallen, fluffy snow, it provides the best insulating layer.  The insulating ability of 
snow is dependent on a number of factors; depth, density and hardness (bonding between snow crystals). 
The wind that often blows in winter is one of the destructive forces that compacts snow, another is melting 
caused by the warmth of the earth, as well as evaporation of water vapor migrating up through the snow 
pack. In addition to providing a blanket of warmth, the snow also provides an important safety zone from 
many predators as well as access to food resources.  

If you want evidence of the subnivean zone, wait till spring. Once the sun has melted away all the snow, 
a trip to a local field and a little careful observation will provide the clues. A series of the remnants of 
tunnels will tell the story of the busy highways where small rodents ran all winter. Moles and voles have 
tunneled looking for food and avoiding predation. So along with sad snowmobilers and x-country skiers, 
there are likely more than a few sad moles and voles out there. 

 
Lise Bofinger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Credit: Marco 
 



WEBB LAKE ASSOCIATION (WLA) SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
 

Scholarship Program Established 
In support of our mission statement, the WLA Board of Directors has established a 
$250.00 Youth Environmental Scholarship (ages 13 to 18) focused on furthering the 
preservation and conservation of lake, ponds, and water resources in Maine. 
Applicants must be related to a current WLA member. 

 
 
Criteria 
Scholarships will be awarded based on the criteria listed on attached application. 
Scholarship recipients will be obligated, upon completion of approved program, to 
provide a letter to the WLA Board outlining new knowledge gained and how it 
might be applied to their lake experiences and in their personal lives over time.  
Scholarships will be awarded without regard to race, color, religion, gender, 
national origin or state of physical handicap.  All scholarships are subject to 
availability of funds and will be granted at the discretion of the Board. 
 
 
Deadlines 
Application materials must include an essay validating qualifications and expected 
potential benefits.  They should be sent to Gert Downs, 812 Kennebec Street, 
Rumford, Maine 04276, by April 1st of each year.  Applicant phone number and 
address must be included.  Applications will be promptly reviewed and the selected 
recipient confirmed by the WLA Board at its May Board meeting.   
 
 
Notification 
Announcement of the Youth Environmental Scholarship will be posted in the WLA 
fall and winter newsletters. All applicants, including the recipient, will be notified 
regarding status no later than June 1 of the year in question. The name of the 
scholarship recipient will be published in the WLA newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WEBB LAKE ASSOCIATION (WLA) SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
APPLICATION 

 

Date of Application: _________________________________ 
Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
City, State Zip: _____________________________________________________ 
Contact Telephone Number: __________________________________________ 
Email: _____________________________________________ 
Lake Webb Affiliation: _______________________________________________ 
School / Camp you plan to attend: _____________________________________ 
Location of Camp: __________________________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
Monies will be sent to: _______________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Dates of Attendance/Longevity of Attendance: ___________________________ 
 
 
 
***Note: This must be a recognized program based in the State of Maine 
whose goal teaches attendees to preserve and conserve lake, pond, and water 
resources. 
 
Please write an essay (500 words/double spaced) outlining your reason for 
attendance and the potential benefits and experiences you feel you will learn 
from this program. Expected experiences should relate to lake, pond, and 
water conservation efforts in Maine. Attach to your application. 
 
Applications should be postmarked by April 15th of each year. Please send 
application and essay material to Gert Downs, 812 Kennebec Street, Rumford, 
ME 04276. Applications will be reviewed by the WLA Board at the May Board 
meeting. Applicants will be notified of status by June 1st. postal mail and email. 

  
 



Friends of Webb Lake: 
 
 The Webb Lake Association is sponsoring its annual ICE OUT CONTEST.  Entries must be 
received by April 1, 2012 and MUST include the entry fee of $1.00 to be considered.  If you 
would like to participate in the ICE OUT CONTEST, please fill out the form below and return it with 
your one dollar entrance fee to: Webb Lake Association, P.O. Box 36, Weld, Maine 04285. 
 Hint: In years past the ICE OUT has been between April 15th and May 10th.  These dates are 
only guidelines.  Thank you for your support and good luck! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Webb Lake Association 2012 Ice Out Contest 
$50.00 Prize 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________________________________  

(Please include City, State and Zip code) 
 

Telephone ___________________________________________________________________ 
Please include both home and work numbers. 

 
Month ______________       Day _______       Time _____/ _____/ _____/ A.M. or P.M. 
 Hour   Min. Sec.       Circle one 
 
E-mail Address _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WLA Website 
 

Please take some time and check out our new 
website at:  webblakeassociation.org/ 

 
Feel free to share items of interest with our 

webmaster Carla Gauthier at: 
Carlagauthier1@aol.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                         
 
 

 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS   OFFICERS 
Jim Stewart, Environmental             Camp  585-2388 Patricia Keene, President        585-2148 
  E-Mail: jimestewart@tds.net       Home  941-697-7333                              Home 864-836-3377 
Lise Bofinger-Conant, Chair Lake Day Camp 585-2441 Paula Smith, Vice President   585-2393 
 E-Mail: lisebofinger@gmail.com Home 603-224-9971  Home 392-1921 
Judy Lofstrom, Chair Membership Camp 585-2713 Nancy Innes, Secretary         585-2830 
 E-mail: jtlofstrom@verizon.net Home 941-483-3890  Home 854-8727 
Paula Smith, Ways & Means, Nominating & Protection Camp 585-2393 Michael Scott, Treasurer 585-2728 
 E-Mail: Paulapps@oxfordnetworks.net Home 392-1921   Home 645-2621 
Chris Cochran Editor 585-2306        
 E-Mail: ccochran@tds.net                      
 

DIRECTORS 
 Lise Bofinger-Conant Carla Gauthier  Bill Jackson Michael Scott 
 Carol Cochran Jon Holmes  Linda Jackson Paula Smith 
   Holly Cochran  Nancy Innes  Patricia Keene Jim Stewart 
   Mary DeCristofaro Lonny Jones  Judy Lofstrom Ozzie Swett 
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